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f WELL, ^ 
r PON'T RUSH ON 
MY RCCOUNT. I'M IN 
NO KINP OF HURRY 
TO GET RCROSS 
THE BRIPGE INTO 
L NEW YORK. . 


r FROM ' 

EVERYTHING I'VE 
HERRP, THRT NEW 
•"JUSTICE PPRTY" 
OF THEIRS 
. IS NUTS. A 



mmma 
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mmMm 
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f YOU TAKE THE ' 
ONES ON THE RIGHT, 
I'LL TAKE THE ONES 
ON THE LEFT, AND 
k SHADOW.,.? A 


THAT COULD 
WORK, TOO. 


' THOSE WHO 
PERVERT THE Nffl 
OF JUSTICE, FEI 
THE SHADOWS 
WRATH/ 





KIYRH! 


IDENTIFY YOUR 
MASTER, AND 
I MAY SPARE 
YOUR LIVES/ 


YOU 

WANT TO 
TFUX? 




PON'T 

LISTEN TO THIS 
JOKER, KOTO. 


BRITT- 

SRN! 


HMPOWN, 

RLREflPy. 









“ONCE THE CRPITRL IS UNDER OUR 
CONTROL, THERE RRE KEY PIECES 
OF LEGISLATION THRT WE WILL 
HAVE PASSED. EVERYTHING MUST 
BE DONE LEGRUY, AFTER ALL. 


"ALREADY OUR FORCES 
ARE MARCHING SOUTH. 
A BLACK LEGION RRMY, 
ANSWERING ONLY TO ME. 


“WE BOUGHT AND BRIBED OUR WAY 
INTO POWER IN NEW YORK STATE. 
BUT WASHINGTON, D.C., WE WILL 
TAKE BY FORCE, IF NECESSARY. 


















f WHRT IS "GOOD" T 
AND "DECENT" IN 
MANKIND DOESN'T 
COME FROM WITHIN. 
IT IS ONLY FORCED 
UPON THEM FROM 


RND 1 
THHT IS WHRT 
I INTEND TO DO 
, WHEN I— a 



ONWARDS/ THEY ~ 
MIGHT STOP SOME 
OF US, BUT THEY 
CANNOT HOPE TO 
STOP US ALL! < 


IS HBOUT 
THKING THESE 
. BASTARDS 
V POWN. J 


’ THIS IS 1 
WHAT WE 
CAME HERE 
. TO DO. . 


BUT I DIDN'T 
IMAGINE THAT 
WE'D HAVE 
QUITE SO MUCH 
COMPANY. . 













STOP 

THEM/ 


' IS THHT THE ' 
BEST'/OW CRN 
VO?"STOP 
v THEM"? i 


' SPIPER, ^ 
WHO RRE RLL THESE 
PEOPLE? RNP HOW 
PIP YOU CONVINCE 
THEM TO GET MIXEP 
v UP IN THIS? . 


~ THESE BRRVE, ' 
ORPINRRy 
MEN RNP WOMEN 
WERE RLPEPPY 
MIXEP UP 
V IN THIS. J 




*1 CAME UPON ONE 
OF THE ' WORK. CAMPS' THAT 
THE JUSTICE PARTY HAS BEEN 
STICKING DISSIDENTS IN, 
UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYE OF 
BLACK LEGION TROOPERS. 


•IT WASN'T EASY, BUT I MANAGED TO 
INFILTRATE THE CAMP AND ORGANIZE 
THE PRISONERS IN A REVOLT. WE 
WERE KINDER TO THE GUARDS THAN 
THEY HAD BEEN TO THEIR PRISONERS. 


"AND AU OF THOSE PRISONERS—EVERY MAN 
AND EVERY WOMAN-AGREED TO JOIN ME IN 
MY CRUSADE TO STOP THOSE IN POWER. AND 
EVEN MOPE JOINED US ALONG THE WAY. 











~ THE IGNORANT ' 
RABBLE! DON'T 
THEY UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS IS FOR 



















r THANKS, ^ 
SWEETIE. 
THOSE ROPES 
CLASHED WITH 
, MY OUTFIT. . 





► LISTEN T 
TO ME/ THE 
JUSTICE PART/ 
IS THROUGH. 

V RND-- 


' THIS ISN'T \ 

ABOUT POWER, y' ~~^C 
IT'S RBOUT f RBOUT ' 
ESTABLISHING , ENFORCING 
v ORDER. A JUSTICE. . 





UNGH! 


' yOUCRN'T , 
STOP ME/ IF WE 
DON'T BRING 
ORDER TO 
THE CHROS, 
v WHO WILL? I 


f I HRVE NO > 
WISH TO HURT 
YOU. PNY 

\ of you. J 


POUTICIRNS? 
POLICE? IVKi 
HRVE TRIED 
RND FPHLEP! 


THRT MRN/ 

1 KNOW HU. 





"THE HERO KNOWN RS 

THE CLOCK!" 
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Gail Simone: I've talked about 
and sorcery stuff. I adore all fantasy, really, but there's 
something wonderfully intoxicating 
tanned swordmasters fighting loathsome demonspawn 
under a blazing sun. I am always trying to get that 
clang of blades in my comics--l put it in whether it fits 
not, in books like Secret Six, Wonder Woman, and 
an The Atom. 


e to say, Dynamite has been extraordinary. 
Publisher Nick Barrucoi wanted me 
1 has been behind me every step of the way with 
encouragement and enthusiasm, and he's backed it up 
I in all the ways that matter to me...top artists, great 
presentation, and a real concern for quality. That's why 

.is industry, I want to tell stories. And when a 

is the publisher pulling out all the stops, the 
<citement is contagious. 

So I am very, very happy. 

You’ve gone on record saying that the new RED 
SONJA will have its share of humor. That’s a tone 
rarely seen previously in the adventures of our 
grim heroine. What are your thoughts on bringing 
mirth to her epic tales? 

nt Sonja to be doing pratfalls and telling 
;k jokes (but if she did, they'd be really 
filthy). But looking back over some of her earlier tales, 
bit less distant and a bit more rowdy, and 
hat's a really entertaining aspect of her 
character. My Sonja drinks and carouses and 
frequents low establishments with compatriots of 
questionable character. 

ter in, she's passed out drunk. 

>t Deadpool, 
queen, either. I ' 

Geovani, that Sonja 
ot-blooded! 

I What can you tell us about the new sidekick 
I characters you'll be introducing into the RED 
I SONJA mythos? 

i keeping with the entertainment value 
Sonja gets herself two quite unwelcome 
sidekicks, the tomboy twins Ayla and Nias, who are 
sixteen years old and IMMEDIATELY get on her 
Sonja is many things...a general, a conqueror, 
a queen. She is NOT a babysitter. 

The new RED SONJA is something of a celebration 
of the industry’s premiere female 
i one of its most iconic heroines. 
Also, a number of female artists are being tapped 
to contribute their bold interpretations of Red 
Sonja for the covers. How do you see this idea of 
gender affecting the storytelling or presentation? 


The universe of RED SONJA extends back decades I 
to the original Robert E. Howard CONAN stories. | 
What are your thoughts on contributing to such a 
long-standing mythos? Is there a particular era / 
storyline / creator that you look back on as the 
inspiration for what you’ll be doing on the series? | 

GS: Well, that's an interesting question...but I \ 
these characters with astounding histories all the time, | 
I love doing that. Conan predates Superman by only a 
handful of years. It's kind of my dream as a writer, to 
create things that other writers will be inspired by long I 
after I am gone. 


It's also true that despite the bad rep that sword 
and sorcery has for gender issues, Robert E. Howard 
really created a bunch of astonishingly powerful and 
interesting female adventures. I love it, I feel very 


The biggest inspiration is tl 
created, the mood and tor 
surrounding countries, they have that wonderful power 
of fictional geography to FEEL real, like somewhere 
that exists. They have that Gotham City/Oz/Middle 
Earth thing, that they don't ( 


sly out of control in this beautiful And it's always fun to visit any country where there are 
but I really thought, once again, monsters and loincloths, I always say. 
as the outsider, the only female 








A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT MASKS #7 
FROM CHRIS ROBERSON’S SCRIPT 
TO DENNIS CALERO’S LINE ART AND COLORS 

PAGE SIXTEEN 

PANEL ONE 

NOW WE’RE BACK IN THE OPERATIONS CENTER. O’BRIEN IS OUTRAGED, 
YELLING AT THE BLACK LEGION TROOPERS AND OPERATIONS PEOPLE, 
WHO ARE IN A FRENZY OF ACTIVITY. 

O’BRIEN: The ignorant RABBLE! Don’t they understand that this is for the 
GREATER GOOD? 

PANEL TWO 

GREEN HORNET IS MAKING EYE CONTACT WITH THE SHADOW AND 
KATO. GREEN HORNET WITH ONE EYEBROW RAISED, MEANINGFULLY. 


O’BRIEN/off: We will MAKE them understand. 

PANEL THREE 

KATO IS TOUCHING THE SIDE OF HIS NOSE WITH HIS INDEX FINGER. 


O’BRIEN/off: Even if it means KILLING them. 

PANEL FOUR 

KATO IS THROWING A BLACKOUT BOMB AT THE GROUND AS GREEN 
HORNET WHEELS AROUND AND HEADBUTTS THE GUARD WHO IS COVER¬ 
ING HIM. 

KATO: Enough killing, I think. 

SFX/bomb: paff ssssssssss 



SFX/GH headbutt: thunk 
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A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT MASKS #7 
FROM CHRIS ROBERSON’S SCRIPT 
TO DENNIS CALERO’S LINE ART AND COLORS 

PAGE SEVENTEEN 

PANEL ONE 

THE ROOM IS FILLED WITH BLACK SMOKE AS THE HEROES LASH OUT. 
PANEL TWO 

THE SHADOW IS SURGING THROUGH THE SMOKE, TAKING OUT TWO 
TROOPERS AT ONCE. ONE OF THE TROOPERS HE IS PUNCHING IN THE 
THROAT. 

SHADOW: Justice is coming for you! 


SFX/impact: chok 
TROOPER: *gurk* 

PANEL THREE 

GREEN LAMA HAS ALREADY SNAPPED THE ROPES ON MISS FURY, WHO 
IS HITTING A TROOPER WITH A HIGH KICK, AND IS FREEING GREEN 
HORNET. 

MISS FURY: Thanks, sweetie. Those ropes clashed with my outfit. 

PANEL FOUR 

THE BLACK TERROR IS KONKING TWO TROOPERS’ HEADS TOGETHER AS 
KATO TAKES OUT ONE WITH A KICK TO ONE SIDE AND ANOTHER WITH A 
PUNCH TO THE OTHER. 

SFX/heads: konk 

SFX/punch: chok 
















A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT MASKS #7 
FROM CHRIS ROBERSON’S SCRIPT 
TO DENNIS CALERO’S LINE ART AND COLORS 

PAGE EIGHTEEN 

PANEL ONE 

THE SHADOW IS TACKLING O’BRIEN IN THE FOREGROUND, AS THE SPIDER, 
BLACK BAT, AND ZORRO BURST INTO THE ROOM IN THE BACKGROUND, 
WITH THE CIVILIAN MOB CROWDING IN BEHIND THEM. 

O’BRIEN: Ooof. 

SPIDER: Listen to me! The Justice Party is THROUGH, and- 
SPIDER/small: Oh. 

PANEL TWO 

GREEN HORNET IS REACTING TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE SPIDER, BLACK BAT, 
AND ZORRO. 

GREEN HORNET: Spider! We were WONDERING what happened to you. 

PANEL THREE 

ZORRO REACTING TO THE TUMULT IN THE ROOM AND THE PRESENCE OF 
THE OTHER HEROES. 

ZORRO: It appears the party is just getting STARTED. 

PANEL FOUR 

AS THE SHADOW AND O’BRIEN GRAPPLE, PUNCHING EACH OTHER, THE 
WHITE HOOD COMES OFF O’BRIEN’S HEAD. 

SHADOW: How many lives has your mad scheme already cost? How many more inno¬ 
cents are you willing to sacrifice in your vain grab for power? 

O’BR IE N: This isn’t about POWER. It’s about establishing ORDER. About enforcing 
JUSTICE. 





















A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT MASKS #7 
FROM CHRIS ROBERSON’S SCRIPT 
TO DENNIS CALERO’S LINE ART AND COLORS 

PAGE NINETEEN 

PANEL ONE 

THE SHADOW HAS THE UNMASKED O’BRIEN IN A HEADLOCK PROM 
BEHIND, STANDING. 


SHADOW: There is no justice in your heart. I KNOW. 

O’BRIEN: Ungh. 

PANEL TWO 

GREEN LAMA AND MISS FURY ARE FACING OFF AGAINST THE BLACK 
LEGION TROOPERS, WHO ARE BACKING OFF, BUT READY TO ATTACK. 

GREEN LAMA: I have no wish to hurt you. ANY of you. 

MISS FURY: Well, *1* wish it. So come on, who’s NEXT? 

PANEL THREE 

CLOSE ON O’BRIEN, FURIOUS. 

O’BRIEN: You can’t stop me! If WE don’t bring order to the chaos, who 
WILL? 

O’BRIEN: Politicians? POLICE? They have tried and FAILED! 

PANEL FOUR 

CLOSE ON BLACK BAT, REACTING TO THE UNMASKED O’BRIEN WITH 
RECOGNITION. 

BLACK BAT/small: It... it CAN’T be. BRIAN? 

PANEL FIVE 

BLACK BAT ON THE LEFT, POINTING AT O’BRIEN ON THE RIGHT. 
BLACK BAT: That man! I KNOW him. 




















